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Application &
Ingredient Guide
Professional reference for every IKON.IQ gel, gel polish and

builder — what's in it, how to apply it, and how long it cures.
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T H E  I K O N . I Q  S Y S T E M

One system,
every service.
Almost every IKON.IQ service follows the same backbone. Prep the natural nail, secure

adhesion, build with the chosen product, then seal and cleanse. The product pages that follow

only note where a line differs from this flow.

The core sequence

Prep Shape the nail, push back cuticle, gently remove surface shine with a buffer.

X7 / X7+ Dehydrator Dehydrate and pH-balance the natural nail plate.

X10 Air-Dry Bonder Air-dry adhesion primer — the key bond to the natural nail.

Base PRIMA Base & Builder (or the product's own base) for a flawless foundation.

Product / Colour The gel, builder, polish colour or art for the service.

Top PRIMA Shine Like A Diamond non-wipe top (or Matte top).

X8 Cleanser Wipe the inhibition (sticky) layer and remove dust before the client washes.

H O W  TO  R E A D  E A C H  E N T R Y

Cure times assume an IKON.IQ SIRIUS-48W or SUN2C LED/UV lamp unless noted. Other 365/405 nm

dual-source lamps may need longer — see each product card.

Ingredients are reproduced from the current product pages and represent the clear / base formula.

Coloured shades also contain CI colourants — always take the definitive INCI from each bottle's label or

CPNP entry.

Lamps: SIRIUS-48W LED/UV · SUN2C LED/UV · SUN3 UV.   Removal: soak-off lines lift in acetone; hard

gels and polymer gels are filed off.
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Gel Polishes

Coloured, soak-off colour systems applied over a base and

sealed with a top.



P R I M A

PRIMA
Hypoallergenic Gel Polish · also in 8 ml PRIMA Petite

A 100% pure soak-off gel polish built for one-coat coverage and 4+ weeks of chip-free wear, with

no shrinkage or wrinkling. The flagship hypoallergenic line — the first & only hypoallergenic gel

polish that covers in a single coat. The PRIMA Petite 8 ml shares the same formula.

C U R E

30 s · SIRIUS-48 / SUN2C / SUN3 / CND (2B)

R E M O VA L

Soak-off

HYPOALLERGENIC HEMA -FREE HPMA -FREE TPO -FREE VEGAN

I N G R E D I E N T S

Di-HEMA Trimethylhexyl Dicarbamate (this is

NOT the same as HEMA)

Isobornyl methacrylate

Isobornyl acrylate

Hydroxycyclohexyl phenyl ketone

Silicon dioxide

C H O O S E  Y O U R  B A S E

Base & Builder — adds strength. Not for

extensions.

Easy Base — traditional paint-on base.

Extension Builder — strength + extensions

up to 1 cm.

Rubber Base — supports thin, weak nails.

A P P L I C AT I O N

You'll need: X7 Dehydrator, X10 Air-Dry Bonder, the

PRIMA base of choice (see opposite), PRIMA colour,

PRIMA Shine Like A Diamond top, X8 Cleanser

Prepare the nail as usual.1.

Apply X7 to dehydrate.2.

Apply X10 bonder (primer).3.

Apply the chosen PRIMA base: Easy Base as a

thin paint-on layer; Base & Builder as one layer

over gel / acrylic / POLYTEK or two layers on

natural nails; Extension Builder sculpted to

length (up to 1 cm) on a form; Rubber Base as

a self-levelling reinforcement coat for weak nails.

Cure 30 s (or 60 s on Low-Heat for thicker

layers).

4.

Apply one layer of PRIMA colour. Push toward

the proximal nail fold, then drag down to the free

edge for full coverage. Cure 30 s.

5.

Apply a thin layer of PRIMA Shine Like A

Diamond top, wiping excess from brush and nail.

Cure 30 s. Cleanse with X8 if using a wipe-off

top.

6.
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P R I M A  ·  E X P R E S S

PRIMA Express
Base & Top
Combined Base & Non-Wipe Top — one bottle

A separate formula from standard PRIMA — designed to act as both base coat and non-wipe top

in a single product for fast services. Use under PRIMA colour as a base, and over PRIMA colour

as a top. Soak-off removal.

C U R E

90 s · SIRIUS-48 / SUN2C / SUN3 / CND (2B)

R E M O VA L

Soak-off

HEMA -FREE TPO -FREE VEGAN NOT  HYPOALLERGENIC

I N G R E D I E N T S

Aliphatic Urethane Acrylate (25–50%)

Hydroxypropyl Methacrylate / HPMA (25–

50%)

Sucrose Benzoate (10–25%)

Triethylene Glycol Dimethacrylate (5–10%)

Ethyl Trimethylbenzoyl Phenylphosphinate

(TPO-L, photoinitiator)

Hydroxycyclohexyl Phenyl Ketone

(photoinitiator)

Contains HPMA at 25–50% — HEMA-free

but NOT hypoallergenic. Do not use on

clients with a known methacrylate allergy;

recommend standard PRIMA Base & Builder

+ Shine Like A Diamond instead.

A P P L I C AT I O N

You'll need: X7 Dehydrator, X10 Air-Dry Bonder,

PRIMA Express Base & Top, PRIMA colour, X8 Cleanser

Prepare the nail as usual.1.

Apply X7 to dehydrate.2.

Apply X10 bonder (primer).3.

Apply a thin layer of PRIMA Express as a base.

Cure 90 s.

4.

Apply one layer of PRIMA colour, pushing

toward the proximal nail fold and dragging to the

free edge. Cure 30 s.

5.

Apply a thin layer of PRIMA Express as a non-

wipe top, wiping excess from the brush. Cure 90

s.

6.
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Builder & Sculpting Gels

Strength systems for overlays, reinforcement and extensions.



P R I M A - H G X

PRIMA-HGX
Hard Gel Xpress — Rubber Base / hard gel in a bottle

A 100% hard gel with the strength and stain-resistance of hard gel and the speed of gel polish.

File-off removal (not soak-off). Rubber Bases strengthen weak nails while staying flexible — not

intended for extensions.

C U R E

60 s · SIRIUS-48 / SUN2C / SUN3 / CND (2B)

R E M O VA L

File-off

HYPOALLERGENIC HEMA -FREE TPO -FREE VEGAN

I N G R E D I E N T S

Aliphatic Urethane

Polyethylene Glycol Dimethacrylate

Bis(2-(methacryloyloxy)ethyl) phosphate

2-Hydroxyethyl Methacrylate Phosphate

Ethyl phenyl(2,4,6-

trimethylbenzoyl)phosphinate

A P P L I C AT I O N

You'll need: X7, X10 bonder, PRIMA-HGX FlexiBase +

Rubber Base, PRIMA Shine Like A Diamond top, X8

M E T H O D  —  W I T H  F L E X I B A S E  ( H I G H E R

A D H E S I O N )

Without FlexiBase: build the foundation and slip layers

with the Rubber Base itself, then continue identically.

Prep and shape the nail; apply X7, then X10

bonder.

1.

Apply a thin foundation layer of FlexiBase. Cure

60 s.

2.

Apply a thin slip layer of FlexiBase — do NOT

cure.

3.

Apply the Rubber Base as a bead, cover and

build structure with a gel technique. Cure 60 s.

4.

Remove the inhibition layer with X8; refine with a

180-grit file; remove dust with X8.

5.

Optional PRIMA colour (cure 30 s), then PRIMA

Shine Like A Diamond top (cure 30 s).

6.
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E V O L U T I O N

EVOLUTION
Soak-Off Sculpting / Builder Gel

A soak-off builder system with strong adhesion on challenging nail beds, medium viscosity and a

high-gloss finish. System: Base, Clear Builder, Extension Clear and Top.

C U R E

60 s · SIRIUS-48 / SUN2C / SUN3 / CND (2B)

R E M O VA L

Soak-off

HYPOALLERGENIC HEMA -FREE HPMA -FREE TPO -FREE

I N G R E D I E N T S

Di-HEMA Trimethylhexyl Dicarbamate (this is

NOT the same as HEMA)

Isobornyl methacrylate

Isobornyl acrylate

Hydroxycyclohexyl phenyl ketone

Silicon dioxide

A P P L I C AT I O N

You'll need: X7 Dehydrator, X10 Air-Dry Bonder,

EVOLUTION Base, EVOLUTION Builder or Extension

gel, EVOLUTION Top (or PRIMA Non-Wipe Top), X8

Cleanser

OV E R L AY

E X T E N S I O N S

Apply X7 to dehydrate, then X10 bonder.1.

Apply EVOLUTION Base gel (or PRIMA Base &

Builder). Cure 60 s.

2.

Apply EVOLUTION Clear Builder for

strengthening / overlay. Cure 60 s.

3.

Finish with EVOLUTION Top (or PRIMA Shine

Like A Diamond). Cleanse with X8.

4.

X7, then X10 bonder.1.

Apply EVOLUTION Base gel. Cure 60 s.2.

Sculpt with EVOLUTION Extension gel. Cure 60

s.

3.

Finish with EVOLUTION Top (or PRIMA Non-

Wipe Top). Cleanse with X8.

4.
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D E P E N D

DEPEND
Fibre Builder Gel

A medium-viscosity builder reinforced with real fibreglass particles for strength and durability —

as a strengthening overlay or for extensions. Self-levelling, with virtually no heat during curing.

C U R E

60 s · SIRIUS-48 / SUN2C / SUN3 / CND (2B)

R E M O VA L

File / soak

HEMA -FREE TPO -FREE LOW ALLERGY -R I SK

I N G R E D I E N T S

Di-HEMA Trimethylhexyl Dicarbamate

Urethane Acrylates Oligomer

Epoxy Methacrylate

Silica Dimethicone Silylate

Methyl Benzoylformate

Silica Dimethyl Silylate

Glass

CI 60725

A P P L I C AT I O N

You'll need: X7 Dehydrator, X10 Air-Dry Bonder,

PRIMA Base & Builder / Easy Base, DEPEND gel,

PRIMA colour, PRIMA Shine Like A Diamond top

CI 60725 is the violet colourant in the Cool Clear

shade; other shades will list different CI colourants.

Perform a dry manicure.1.

Remove the shine from the natural nail with a

buffer.

2.

Apply X7 Dehydrator & pH Equalizer.3.

Apply X10 Air-Dry bonder.4.

Apply a thin layer of PRIMA Base & Builder (or

PRIMA Easy Base) and cure.

5.

Apply DEPEND gel — for an extension, or over

the natural nail for strengthening. Cure 60 s.

6.

Perfect the shape if needed (it is self-levelling, so

filing may be minimal).

7.

Apply a PRIMA colour of choice. Cure 30 s.8.

Apply PRIMA Shine Like A Diamond top coat

and cure 30 s.

9.
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P O LY T E K

POLYTEK
Polymer Gel (Acrylgel)

A polymer gel / acrylgel using 3D Matrix Linking technology — the durability of acrylic with

more flexibility, odour-free, with extended working time and fast 15–20 minute refills. For

extensions and strengthening.

C U R E

60 s · SIRIUS-48 / SUN2C / SUN3 / CND (2B)

R E M O VA L

File-off

HEMA -FREE TPO -FREE VEGAN REDUCED ALLERGY -R I SK

I N G R E D I E N T S

Acrylates Copolymer

Hydroxypropyl Methacrylate

Polymethyl methacrylate

Cellulose Acetate Butyrate

Microcrystalline Wax

Ethyl Trimethylbenzoyl Phenylphosphinate

A P P L I C AT I O N

You'll need: X7 / X7+ Dehydrator, X10 Air-Dry

Bonder, PRIMA Base & Builder, POLYTEK gel, PRIMA

Shine Like A Diamond top, X8 (slip liquid)

Contains HPMA — described as lower allergy-risk than

traditional acrylic systems, not classed as

hypoallergenic.

Prepare the nail bed.1.

Apply X7 dehydrator.2.

Apply X10 Air-Dry bonder.3.

Apply a layer of PRIMA Base & Builder. Cure 30

s.

4.

Cut the required ball of POLYTEK with the

spatula and place it on the nail.

5.

Wet the brush with X8 to act as a slip solution.6.

Spread the POLYTEK with a damp (not too wet)

brush using the POLYTEK brush.

7.

Cure 60 s.8.

Wipe off the sticky layer with X8.9.

Apply PRIMA Shine Like A Diamond non-wipe

top. Cure 30 s.

10.
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Specialist Gels

Purpose-built gels for toenail reconstruction and fine nail art.



P E D I F L E X

PEDIflex
Toenail Reconstruction Gel

A highly elastic, high-adhesion reconstruction gel for toenails that flexes with toe movement,

corrects ridges and hides discolouration, with an antimicrobial ingredient (Climbazole). Non-

porous, so polish or gel polish can be applied over it and changed freely.

C U R E

60 s · SIRIUS-48 / SUN2C / SUN3 / CND (2B)

R E M O VA L

File / professional removal

HYPOALLERGENIC  L INE ANT IM ICROB IAL FLEX IB LE

I N G R E D I E N T S

Urethane Acrylate

Trimethylolpropane Trimethacrylate

PEG-4 Dimethacrylate

Climbazole

NOT a medical product. Do not use on fungal

or mycotic nails — refer to a healthcare

professional for medical nail conditions.

A P P L I C AT I O N

You'll need: X7 Dehydrator, X10 Air-Dry Bonder,

PEDIflex gel, PRIMA colour, PRIMA Shine Like A

Diamond top, X8 Finishing Wipe & Cleanser, 180-grit

hand file, fine cuticle bit, salon-grade hand / skin

sanitiser

Heat spike: keep layer 1 thin and apply flash cures

(3 5 s bursts) before the full 60 s cure if the client

Prep: sanitise hands and the working area;

surface-cleanse the toe and nail with X8 on a lint-

free wipe. Clean cuticle and sidewalls with a fine

cuticle bit or hand file (do not push the cuticle).

Gently reduce any high point of thickened nail.

Remove shine with a 180-grit arbour band;

cleanse again with X8.

1.

Apply X7 to the natural nail and let evaporate.

Apply X10 to the nail and nail-bed area and let

dry.

2.

Layer 1 — base + seal: scrub a thin layer of

PEDIflex into the broken edges, then add a little

more to connect everything. Keep it thin. Cure

60 s.

3.

Layer 2 — outline: perfect the outline; push gel

right up against the skin at cuticle and sidewalls;

no sharp edges. Cure 60 s.

4.

Layer 3 — surface: place gel to create the

finished surface. Cure 60 s. Spot-fill any dips

and cure 60 s again. Cleanse with X8.

5.

Finish file with 180-grit, then 240-grit / fine

buffer. PEDIflex files quickly — light touch.

6.

Top (no base coat needed): apply PRIMA

colour direct to the buffed surface. Cure 30 s.

Apply PRIMA Shine Like A Diamond top. Cure

60 s.

7.
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I N S P I R E

INSPIRE
Liner Painting Gels (nail art)

Highly pigmented liner / painting gels with a unique pigmentation chemistry for ultra-fine detail

— crisp lines that don't bleed, ideal for one-stroke techniques and intricate art. Same

hypoallergenic chassis as PRIMA.

C U R E

30 s · SIRIUS-48 / SUN2C / SUN3 / CND (2B)

R E M O VA L

As per the system it sits in

HYPOALLERGENIC HEMA -FREE HPMA -FREE TPO -FREE

I N G R E D I E N T S

Di-HEMA Trimethylhexyl Dicarbamate (this is

NOT the same as HEMA)

Isobornyl methacrylate

Isobornyl acrylate

Hydroxycyclohexyl phenyl ketone

Silicon dioxide

Same chassis as PRIMA — the difference is

the pigmentation chemistry, not the base

resin. Coloured shades will list additional CI

colourants on the bottle.

A P P L I C AT I O N

INSPIRE is a gel paint for nail art, not a stand-alone

system. There is no fixed step-by-step: the artist works

over a cured base or colour layer, paints fine detail or

one-stroke work with a liner / detail brush, then cures

and seals.

I N  P R ACT I C E

Build the underlying service to a fully-cured

surface (base + colour, or builder).

1.

Load INSPIRE on a liner / detail brush. Paint the

design.

2.

Cure 30 s.3.

Seal with PRIMA Shine Like A Diamond top (or

Matte) and cure 30 s.

4.
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S Y S T E M  L I Q U I D S

Prep, finish & removal
The liquids that support every service. Composition shown beneath each product name is

taken from the 2023 IKON.IQ Safety Data Sheets; always verify against the current bottle label

for full precision.

X7 Dehydrator & pH Balance

Isopropyl Alcohol · Ethyl Acetate · Isobutyl Acetate

Dehydrates and pH-balances the natural nail before product. 15 ml

X7+ Dehydrator & pH Equalizer

Hydroxypropyl Methacrylate (HPMA) · Acetone ·

Ethyl Acetate

A stronger dehydrator / pH equaliser variant. Contains

HPMA — not hypoallergenic.

15 ml

X10 Air-Dry Bonder

Ethyl Acetate · Methacryloxypropyl Trimethoxysilane

Air-dry adhesion primer — the bond to the natural nail. 15 ml

X8 Finishing Wipe & Cleanser

Isopropyl Alcohol · Acetone · Ethyl Acetate

Removes the inhibition (sticky) layer and dust; also the slip

liquid for POLYTEK.

400 ml

X11 Soak-Off Liquid (Vegan)

Acetone · Water

Product removal — vegan formulation. 400 ml

X3 Soak-Off Liquid

Acetone

Standard (non-vegan) soak-off liquid for product removal. 400 ml

L A M P  R E F E R E N C E

SIRIUS-48W LED/UV — IKON.IQ's flagship dual-source lamp; the reference cure times in this guide

assume this lamp.

SUN2C LED/UV — second certified dual-source lamp; cures identically to SIRIUS-48W.

SUN3 UV — single-source UV lamp; cures identically at the times shown.

CND UV / LED lamps — use the 2B setting for the cure times shown. The 2B button delivers the full

irradiance dose IKON.IQ gels need.

Other 365 / 405 nm dual lamps from other brands may need longer — typically double the stated time and

verify on a test nail. Replace UV bulbs every six months; check LED lamp irradiance periodically.
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